
Fellowship Baptist Church, September 11 2016 P.M. 
Message: “An Example of Forgiveness”—John 8:11 (v. 1-11) 
 
INTRODUCTION:  In this passage there is a wonderful example of forgiveness.  A woman taken 
in the very act of adultery, condemned by religion but forgiven by Christ, and sent out to sin no 
more.  The law condemns but Christ offers mercy.  The letter of the law kills but the spirit of the 
law is life.   
 
I.  A trap set—v. 1-6 
 A.  It takes place at the temple while Jesus is teaching (v. 1-2). 
 B.  The coldness and hard heartedness of the Pharisees (v. 3-4). 
 C.  The trap sprung (v. 5-6). 
  1.  The law called for stoning the man and woman (Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22). 
  2.  If Jesus called for her to be released, He broke the law. 
  3.  If Jesus called for her to be put to death, He broke Roman law. 

4.  The Pharisees set many traps for Jesus but He escaped them all. 
 a.   The Pharisees tried to trap Him on divorce—Matt. 19. 
 b.  The Herodians on taxes—Matt. 22:15-22 
 c.  The Sadducees on the resurrection—Matt. 22:23-33 

   d.  The Pharisees on the greatest commandment--Matt. 22:34-40 
 
II.  Sin confronted—v. 7-9 
 A.  Jesus ignored the accusers and wrote on the ground—v. 6c. 
 B.  Jesus confronted the accusers with their sin—v. 7. 
  1.  All have sinned—Rom. 3:23, Eccl. 20:7 
  2.  Jesus warned of rash judgments--Matt. 7:1-5. 
 C.  Jesus wrote in the sand—v. 8  (I wonder what He wrote?) 
  1.  The Ten Commandments? 
  2.  The sins of the accusers? 
  3.  Psalm 14:1-3 
 D.  Each of the accusers were convicted by their own heart—v. 9 
 
III.  Forgiveness offered—v. 10-11 
 A.  Jesus does not ignore her sin—v. 10 
  1.  Jesus gets her to confess her sin. 
  2.  To confess is the first step to forgiveness. 
 B.  Jesus does not condone her sin; He forgives it—v. 11 
 C.  Forgiveness carries with it a responsibility—v. 11.  “Go sin no more.” 
 E.  Forgiveness gives a second chance. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Legalistic churches say, you are not welcome here because of your sin.  
Modernistic churches say you are welcome here with your sin.  Conservative churches say you 
are welcome here and by God’s grace we will help you change.  We need to be slow to 
condemn and quick to forgive.   We are to forgive as Christ forgave us (Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13). 



 


